
 

 

MEMBERS BRIEFING 
 

EU Circular Economy Package 
 
 
Introduction 
On December 2nd 2015, the European Commission announced its new package of measures 
and actions to help stimulate transition across Europe towards a circular economy. 
 
The idea of a circular economy is not a new one and is defined by WRAP as: 

an alternative to a traditional linear economy (make, use, dispose) in which we keep 
resources in use for as long as possible, extract the maximum value from them whilst 
in use, then recover and regenerate products and materials at the end of each service 
life. 

 
In addition to the benefit this has on the use of resources, a circular economy also boosts 
global competitiveness, fosters sustainable economic growth and generates new jobs. 
 
Summary 
The package includes a series of revised legislative proposals on waste together with an 
action plan that covers key themes.  The action plan does have indicative timescales for 
some work areas, however these are not detailed in this note.   
 
The information below sets out those elements which have greatest relevance / interest for 
LARAC members 
 
Legislative Measures 
 

 A common EU target for recycling 65% of municipal waste by 2030;  
 A common EU target for recycling 75% of packaging waste by 2030;  
 A legally binding landfill target to reduce landfill to maximum of 10% of all waste 

by 2030;  
 A ban on landfilling of separately collected waste;  
 Promotion of economic instruments such as Landfill Tax to discourage landfilling ;  
 Simplified and improved definitions and harmonised calculation methods for 

recycling rates throughout the EU;  
 Concrete measures to promote re-use and stimulate industrial symbiosis - turning 

one industry's by-product into another industry's raw material;  
 Economic incentives for producers to put greener products on the market and 

support recovery and recycling schemes (e.g. for packaging, batteries, electric and 
electronic equipments, vehicles).  

 
 
 



 

 

 
Action Plan  
 

Area Action 

Production 

- Includes work on Eco-design  
- Asking producers to separate out product costs to incentivise reduced 

end of life costs. 
- Implementation of regulation on TVs and displays 
- Assistance to SMEs 

 

Consumption 

- Independent testing programme on planned obsolescence  
- Action of Green Public Procurement 
- Use of taxation to ensure product prices reflect environmental costs 
- Considering innovative forms of consumption.  Consume services rather 

than products 

Waste 
Management 

- Stepped up enforcement of revised waste shipment regulations 
- Waste to energy initiative 
- Various targets (see previous) 

Market for 
Secondary 
Raw Materials 

- EU wide quality standards for secondary materials to assist with surety 
rather than opting to use virgin materials. 

- Improvement of information that is available electronically to assist with 
better shipment across the EU 

Plastics 
- Strategy to address challenges (such as conflict between lightweighting 

and recyclability) 

Food Waste 
- Development of a methodology to measure food waste 
- Exploration of options for more effective us and understanding of date 

marking on food. 

Critical Raw 
Materials 

- Challenge extracting high value resources and therefore requirement to 
consider in more detail 

- European standards for material efficient recycling of electronic waste, 
waste batteries and other relevant complex end of life products 

Construction & 
Demolition 
Waste 

- Recovery of high value resources and adequate systems for waste 
management. 

- Core indicators for the assessment of the lifecycle environmental 
performance of a building and incentives for their use. 

Biomass and 
Bio based 
materials 

- EU target on recycling wood packaging waste 
- Guidance and dissemination of best practice on the cascading use of 

biomass 
- Links with Bio-economy strategy  

Innovation & 
Investments 

- Initiative “industry 2020 and the circular economy” 
- Pilot project for “innovation deals” to address possible regulatory 

obstacles. 
- Eco-innovation action plan 
- Important that technology and processes can be scaled up 



 

 

 
What are some of the key things for Local Authorities to start thinking about? 
 
There are clearly going to be higher levels of recycling required in the future.  
 
Any materials that are separately collected MUST by recycled or recovered. 
 
Use of landfill for wastes will no longer be allowable for the vast majority of materials.   
  
With changes to the design side of products there is some work to do to ensure that these 
changes can be managed throughout the system and that will include the LA role - primarily 
collection and onward movement through to reprocessing. 
 
We don’t know yet how the UK Government plans to implement the legislative changes 
here in the UK. 
 
Where can I get more information? 
Please go to http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/index_en.htm  
 
 
 
Contact details:  Sally Talbot, Policy Officer - sally.talbot@staffordshire.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/index_en.htm
mailto:sally.talbot@staffordshire.gov.uk

