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INTERNAL UPDATE, edition 38-39/2015, 12 September- 25 September 

Please see the separate document for the timeline. 

 

This week’s issues: 

News 

External 

1. Recent Intelligence on the Waste Review in the Circular Economy Package 

2. Plastic bags: Holistic approach needed to reduce consumption of lightweight plastic carrier 

bags 

3. WtE: Wasted biomass energy potential revealed 

4. RDF: Consultation on RDF definition 

5. EU Fines: Italy reluctant to tackle illegal landfills 

6. Biomass: WRAP launches food waste action plan 

7. WEEE: Europe’s WEEE System Hinders Transition to a Circular Economy 

8. Packaging waste: Industry wants measures to boost container recycling 

9. Recycling: Recycling industry under pressure from falling raw material prices  

10. Circular economy: Materials sectors call for landfill ban 

11. EPR: UK: producer responsibility laws simplified 

Conferences, seminars and meetings 

External 

1. International trade fair and Congress for Heating, Cooling and CHP, April 19-21, 2016, Messe 

Frankfurt, Germany 

2. Policy Briefing with Fernando Frutuoso de Melo, Director General for International 
Cooperation and Development, European Commission, Wednesday, 30 September 2015 - 
10.00 to 11.00 
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News 

External 

1. Recent Intelligence on the Waste Review in the Circular Economy Package 

Today, 29 September 2015, a Commission representative announced at the Committee of the 

Regions meeting on the Circular Economy, that the new package will be delivered on 2 December 

2015. Other sources confirmed informally that targets will be lowered and deadlines for reaching 

those targets will be pushed back. There will be no further measures proposed on landfilling. There 

will be no separate collection targets for biowaste.  

In conclusion, the Waste Review will be less ambitious and the Circular Economy Roadmap will be 
more ambitious, with a long list of actions to be delivered. 

 

2. Holistic approach needed to reduce consumption of lightweight plastic carrier bags 

Reducing plastic carrier bag consumption in different EU Member States requires different 

approaches and combinations of measures, according to a new study. The authors studied 

consumption and littering levels across Europe in relation to national plastic bag consumption 

reduction policy options, and found that there is not one specific solution for both of these factors, 

nor a single solution that can be used in all Member States. The authors analysed the impact of 

existing measures implemented to reduce plastic carrier bag consumption in different Member 

States. They considered national legislation, voluntary initiatives and economic measures, and 

assessed the impact of different measures on levels of plastic bag consumption and littering. The 

results suggest that there is no obvious pattern to the types of policies that work in different Member 

States. They say that a more 'holistic' approach is required for designing each country's national 

strategy, combining -- apart from the traditional evaluations -- consumer and stakeholder research 

with policy measures appropriate for each specific country and interim evaluations of the impact of 

those measures covering factors from interdisciplinary sectors, rather than a blanket ban or tax 

introduced without prior research. Consumer behaviour and acceptance in relation to plastic bag 

policies must be considered an important issue for further research. 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
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More information:  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=25195035&msgid=176619&act=JQKH&c=1400471&destina

tion=http%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fenvironment%2Fintegration%2Fresearch%2Fnewsalert%2Fp

df%2Fholistic_approach_needed_to_reduce_consumption_of_lightweight_plastic_bags_426na5_en.pd

f 

 

3. Wasted biomass energy potential revealed 

Germany could be processing 98.4 million tonnes of dry biomass a year for energy, according to 

research. But around 31% of that energy potential is currently going to waste, the report’s author 

German Biomass Research Centre (DBFZ) said this week. Unused biomass – mainly forest residues, 

straw, slurry and manure – could correspond to an energy content of 448PJ, says the Leipzig-based 

DBFZ. The research estimates Germany currently only uses 5% these types of biomass for producing 

energy. Straw in particular was widely available in Germany at low cost and could be used as 

feedstock for more heating projects, the researchers said. But the report did find biomass such as saw 

mill residue, waste wood, black liquor, municipal waste and food waste were all well used. The 

research looked at 93 different forms of biomass, finding enough data for 77. 

More information:  

http://www.endswasteandbioenergy.com/article/1363715/wasted-biomass-energy-potential-

revealed 

 

4. Consultation on RDF definition 

Waste management companies have been asked to comment on a proposed definition of refuse-

derived fuel (RDF). The one-line description was included in a letter circulated by England’s 

Environment Agency (EA) to relevant businesses in July. The agency suggests RDF should be defined 

as: "A fuel produced from residual waste that meets an end user contractual specification for 

recovery at an energy-from-waste facility." It says the "concise" draft definition is aimed at ensuring 

only companies with genuine contracts enter the sector, instead of on "a speculative basis without 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
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concern for final destination". RDF export has increased exponentially in the past five years, 

but recent EA analysis suggests it might have begun to slow. Research released last week by the RDF 

Export Industry Group showed the amount of energy lost to the UK from RDF shipped abroad was 

less than 1% of currently generated renewable electricity. Last year the Department for Environment, 

Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) launched a call for evidence on the possibility of introducing a 

treatment standard for RDF, and later said it was considering the measure. DEFRA said it is 

considering the feedback it has received. 

More information:  

 http://www.endswasteandbioenergy.com/article/1363074/consultation-rdf-definition 

 

 

5. Italy reluctant to tackle illegal landfills 

On 2 December 2014, the Court ordered Italy to pay a heavy fine for not having executed a ruling 

dating back to 2007 and for not complying with the EU Landfill Directive, due to the 198 illegal landfill 

sites in its territory. The fine amounted to an initial €40 million, plus €42 million for every six months 

Italy failed to clean up the illegal dumps. On 2 June 2015, that six months had elapsed, and only 13 

sites had been cleared by the authorities. Piernicola Pedicini, an Italian MEP with the Five Star 

Movement, described it as "a serious scandal, which highlights the inefficiency of Renzi's government 

and the subsequent economic damage Italy has suffered due to the incompetence of our institutions. 

Unfortunately, in this case also, it is the everyday citizen who will have to pay, not those who are 

responsible for the situation". For the remaining 185 illegal sites, Italy will have to pay around €40 

million in fines, but for every site that they manage to bring up to code, between €200,000 and 

€400,000 will be deducted from this payment. In the meantime, an amendment to a decree relating 

to the eligibility criteria of landfill waste was published in the Italian government's official 

journal (Gazzetta Ufficiale). The amendment, requested by the European Commission, relates to 

ceramic waste, bricks, tiles and building materials (waste code 101208) that can no longer by dumped 

in landfills without prior sorting. Furthermore, it introduces an assessment for the neutralisation and 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
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dumping of hazardous, stable, non-reactive acids in normal landfill sites, as well as laying down 

criteria for sufficient physical stability and bearing capacity of hazardous materials prior to their 

disposal. 

More information:  

http://www.euractiv.com/sections/climate-environment/italy-reluctant-tackle-illegal-landfills-

317621?utm_source=EurActiv+Newsletter&utm_campaign=c72ef17923-

newsletter_daily_update&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bab5f0ea4e-c72ef17923-245781769 

 

6. WRAP launches food waste action plan 

Resource efficiency organisation WRAP is organising an action plan to support turning food waste 

into an effective feedstock for biogas plants and composters. According to the charity, which unveiled 

the plan this week at waste conference RWM in Birmingham, the idea is to bring together councils, 

the anaerobic digestion sector and businesses in the in-vessel composting arena. The plan aims to 

develop and deliver practical, industry-led actions to help operators of food waste treatment plants 

secure future supplies of food waste, as a "key feedstock", according to a WRAP spokeswoman. The 

charity said it is establishing a steering group to decide the direction of its food waste plan. The group 

is due to meet for the first time next month. Initially, the focus will be on helping residents to 

separate food waste at home. WRAP revealed that stickers on bins and specific food waste caddies 

have proved effective in tests. Wrap believes boosting source separation of food waste will create a 

useful feedstock for biogas and composting facilities. WRAP’s intervention appears to be timely as 

this week, the Association of Anaerobic Digestion Operators (AADO) said food waste had fallen to 

"critical levels". The AADO said a lack of food waste was pushing gate fees down and even into 

negative territory, threatening the viability of existing biogas operations. 

More information:  

http://www.endswasteandbioenergy.com/article/1364654/wrap-launches-food-waste-action-plan 

 

7. Europe’s WEEE System Hinders Transition to a Circular Economy 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
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The European Recycling Platform (ERP) today calls for improved compliance and more consistent 

legal enforcement of the WEEE Directive in order to meet Europe’s electronic waste challenges. In its 

recent position paper on the EU’s Circular Economy Strategy, ERP has attributed poor performance in 

the recycling sector to a lack of compliance and enforcement. As the first pan-European organisation 

to implement the EU’s regulations on the recycling of electrical waste, ERP calls upon governments to 

ensure fair competition and prevent free-riding in order to increase benefits for consumers and 

improve environmental protection. For many years, ERP has warned against the severe economic and 

environmental damage that can result from ineffective waste management.  A new study funded by 

the EU, Countering WEEE Illegal Trade (CWIT), confirms the damage that is being caused and also 

urges the European Commission and national authorities to fight the illegal trade of WEEE. The CWIT 

report recommends educating and raising awareness among consumers to increase collections and 

prevent leakage. Recent data confirms that only one third (35%, 3.3 million tons) of all WEEE in 2012 

was recycled under compliant conditions in Europe. Too many of our unwanted devices are either 

treated improperly inside Europe, scavenged for valuable parts, or end up outside Europe as illegal e-

waste shipments. The total economic loss, equivalent to the value of the resources and materials lost 

from the legal compliance system, amounts to €1.7 billion. In addition, illegal and sub-standard WEEE 

handling leads to health issues and severe environmental pollution. The implementation of 

mandatory treatment of electronic waste according to EU-wide approved standards is the most 

important action to tackle the problem. However, this can only be guaranteed by authorised 

compliance schemes with experience in different countries and regions.  

More information:  

http://www.erp-recycling.co.uk/news/europes-electronic-waste-management-system-hinders-

transition-to-a-circular-economy/ 

 

8. Industry wants measures to boost container recycling 

Countries with persistently low recycling rates of glass and plastic containers need support through 

measures in the upcoming circular economy package, the industries have said. Latest figures from 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
http://www.erp-recycling.co.uk/news/europes-electronic-waste-management-system-hinders-transition-to-a-circular-economy/
http://www.erp-recycling.co.uk/news/europes-electronic-waste-management-system-hinders-transition-to-a-circular-economy/
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glass container association Feve showed on Monday that recycling rates across Europe rose from 70% 

in 2012 to 73% in 2013 after no improvement last year. But only three of the ten countries that still 

recycle less than the 60% EU target saw significant increases in recent years. While Romania has gone 

from recycling 26% of its glass containers in 2011 to 47% in 2013, Hungary has fallen from 51% to 

32%. At the other end, Denmark recycled 98% of its glass containers in 2013. Latest figures from PET 

container recycling association Petcore showed a similar disparity in recycling rates for plastic 

containers. Although recycling rate figures rose by 1.3 percentage points to a total of 57% in 2014, 

there is “considerable” variation across Europe, ranging from 80% at the top to 20% at the bottom, 

Petcore said. Feve called on the European Commission to acknowledge so-called “bottle to bottle 

multiple recycling”, where glass is recycled into the same product many times over, in the new 

circular economy package due at the end of the year. Concrete backing of closed recycling is needed 

to sustain investment in good recycling schemes, said Feve’s Adeline Farrelly. Petcore said that its 

sector needs a “two-sided approach” of industry working towards better plastics collection and 

consumers becoming more aware of the value of recycling. 

More information:  

http://www.endseurope.com/index.cfm?go=43105&logged_from_gated=true 

 

9. Recycling industry under pressure from falling raw material prices 

The price of virgin raw materials started falling in 2014, a trend that continued in 2015. As raw 

materials become rarer, businesses should in theory be forced to recycle more. But in the short term, 

cost is a more persuasive factor than any environmental benefit of recycling. The French recycling 

industry's revenue fell by 2% in 2014 to €9 billion for a total of 74 million tonnes of recycled 

materials. These figures vary greatly according to the sector. 2014 was a delicate year for the ferrous 

metals sector, which is highly sensitive to global market fluctuations, particularly in China. Jean-Pierre 

Gaudin, the President of the French recycling federation's metals branch (FEDEREC), believes 2015 

will be even harder. The news was better for recyclers of non-ferrous metals, who recorded revenue 

growth of 6% in 2014, with the tonnage recycled also up 4.5% on the previous year. The recycling 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
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industry cemented its position as a major employer in France, increasing its workforce by 1.8% from 

2013 to 2014. It now boasts 1,300 companies with a total of 26,500 employees. 

More information:  

http://www.euractiv.com/sections/sustainable-dev/recycling-industry-under-pressure-falling-raw-

material-prices-317710 

 

10. Materials sectors call for landfill ban 

The plastic, non-ferrous metals and glass industries have called for a ban on sending recyclable 

material to landfill as part of the European Commission’s new circular economy package. Separate 

waste collection was also highlighted by sectors including aluminium and glass as an important way of 

improving recyclate quality, in their responses to a recent consultation. Separate collection could be 

promoted through the introduction of waste stream-specific collection targets, Eurometaux said. 

Most materials sectors said ambitious recycling targets should be part of the new package but better 

implementation by member states of existing measures will also be needed. PlasticsEurope said that 

a landfill ban on recyclable waste should be introduced by 2025, as proposed in the July 2014 circular 

economy proposal that has since been withdrawn. The 2014 proposal should be extended to cover 

other recoverable waste, such as that which is not recyclable but is a viable resource for energy 

production. Legislative intervention by the EU is needed because landfilling remains the cheapest 

waste management option in many EU countries, PlasticsEurope argued. Flat glass sector association 

Glass for Europe said a landfill ban was particularly important for glass, which is 100% recyclable, 

because no incentives are currently in place to collect glass from construction and demolition 

activities. To promote collection from the construction sector, the new circular economy package 

should introduce mandatory material audits on major renovation or demolition projects, Glass for 

Europe said. 

More information:  

http://www.endseurope.com/42849/materials-sectors-call-for-landfill-

ban?referrer=bulletin&DCMP=EMC-ENDS-EUROPE-DAILY 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
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11. UK: producer responsibility laws simplified 

The UK government is simplifying red tape associated with its producer responsibility laws on waste 

packaging. The move was taken after a review and public consultation concluded that the current 

laws were too burdensome. The new changes will save businesses around £2m per year without 

affecting the UK’s waste reduction objectives, the business ministry said. The changes will include the 

removal of the requirement for producer compliance schemes and large producers to adhere to an 

operational plan. Approved persons will be able to delegate sign-off authority to junior colleagues. 

More information:  

http://www.endseurope.com/index.cfm?go=43065&referrer=bulletin&DCMP=EMC-ENDS-EUROPE-

DAILY&logged_from_gated=true 

 

Conferences, seminars and meetings 

External  

1. International trade fair and Congress for Heating, Cooling and CHP, April 19-21, 2016, Messe 

Frankfurt, Germany 

With over 2500 expected attendees from all over the world including participants from utilities, 

operators, companies and research centres, this international conference will cover topics such as 

heat generation, CHP installations, refrigeration, bio heat installations, renewable energies, heat 

transfer and distribution, connection and consumer installations, heat measurement, local heat, 

heating services, contracting, facility management, planning/consulting, decentralised energy 

systems, research and material testing and energy suppliers. 

More information: 

http://www.eneff-messe.de/en/ 

 

2. Policy Briefing with Fernando Frutuoso de Melo, Wednesday, 30 September 2015 - 10.00 to 

11.00 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
http://www.endseurope.com/index.cfm?go=43065&referrer=bulletin&DCMP=EMC-ENDS-EUROPE-DAILY&logged_from_gated=true
http://www.endseurope.com/index.cfm?go=43065&referrer=bulletin&DCMP=EMC-ENDS-EUROPE-DAILY&logged_from_gated=true
http://www.eneff-messe.de/en/
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Policy Briefing with Fernando Frutuoso de Melo, Director General for International Cooperation and 

Development, European Commission on The sustainable development goals - What impact on EU 

development policy?  

 

Internal 

Past weeks 

- PC meeting: 15 September  

Upcoming: 

- PC meeting: 23 November in Brussels 

- Seminar: 24 November in Brussels 
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