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INTERNAL UPDATE, edition 40-42/2015, 28 September- 16 October 

Please see the separate document for the timeline. 

 

PLEASE NOTE! NEW ADDRESS! 

We are now settled in to our new offices at the Renewable Energy House, so please come there for 

all future meetings (unless otherwise indicated)!  

Rue d’Arlon 63, B-1000 Brussels. Closest Metro is Maelbeek and closest train station is Bruxelles-

Luxembourg. Tel: +32 2 400 1093 

 

This week’s issues: 

News 

External 

1. Update on the Waste Review and Circular Economy action plan 

2. Climate change: CEWEP targets ‘low hanging fruit’ ahead of COP21 

3. EfW: EfW plant closed after breaching emissions 

4. EfW: Spanish cement industry not using enough waste 

5. EfW and Circular Economy: Wood energy association voices supply issues 

6. Renewable energy: RES cooperation set to increase, say experts 

7. Energy: EIB ‘should boost energy efficiency support’ 

8. Waste: France prepares to unleash a barrage of waste regulation 

9. Food Waste: Food waste survey needed, says Andigestion 

10. Plastic bags: Norway to seek plastic bag law exemption 

Conferences, seminars and meetings 

External 

1. 8th European Conference on Sustainable Cities & Towns, Basque Country / Bilbao / 27 – 29 

April 2016 
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News 

External 

1. Update on the Waste Review and Circular Economy action plan 

Municipal Waste Europe is reliably informed that the new Waste Review will not contain a landfill 

ban for recyclables, but expects to see landfill reduction targets beginning in particular from 2025 

onwards. There will be higher recycling rates but these will most likely be capped at 60% overall (not 

70% as previously) and there will be shorter deadlines for those member states more able to achieve 

the higher targets and which represent the greater overall quantities of waste. Smaller waste 

producers lacking integrated waste management systems will be granted more time to achieve the 

targets. It is expected that the proposal will be to calculate recycled quantities on input to recycling 

facilities and there will be the condition that producers’ contributions to EPR schemes should be 

based on the "recyclability" of the different products/wastes. The drafting of a strategy on plastic 

materials/waste by 2017 will also be proposed. In total, the proposal will include the revision of 3 

waste directives: packaging and packaging waste, landfill and the WFD.  

 

2. CEWEP targets “low hanging fruit” ahead of COP21 

The association, which represents EfW plant operators, said in a statement on 18 September, that 

any proposal without effective and clear targets to divert recyclable and recoverable waste from 

landfills "would be a missed opportunity" for climate policy. CEWEP said the upcoming COP21 talks in 

Paris and the EU’s planned circular economy package, both needed a focus on landfill prevention to 

make headway. While conceding landfill would remain the only option for some wastes, political 

support for recovery for reuse and energy-generation would cut demand for virgin materials. The 

association pointed to German research, released earlier this year, which showed diversion from 

landfill is the main contributor to green house gas emission reductions. The work, by Germany’s 

environment agency, calculated that diverting municipal waste from landfills would save 92 million 

tonnes of CO2 in the EU-28 by 2030. CEWEP also called for action on illegal and legal landfills in the 
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Mediterranean area, which it said are an ongoing source of sea pollution with microplastics blown 

into waterways. 

More information:  

http://www.endswasteandbioenergy.com/article/1364891/cewep-targets-low-hanging-fruit-ahead-

cop21 

 

3. EfW plant closed after breaching emissions 

Italian regional environmental protection agency (ARPAT) temporarily ordered a 150 tonne per day 

waste incinerator to close. Operator Ladurner was told on 22 September to shut down its Montale-

Pistoia facility after it broke emissions levels around the amount of ammonia it released into the 

atmosphere. A spokesman said the breach was discovered by ARPAT in a follow-up visit this week 

after an inspection found "anomalous" emissions from the plant between July and August this year. 

The summer results are due to be released to the public next week. After shutting down the plant it 

was discovered a piece of equipment was not operating correctly, leading to the ammonia breach. 

The equipment was replaced and the plant resumed operating that evening. ARPAT is still conducting 

investigations and has yet to decide if further action will be taken. The facility, which produces 

33,000MW of electricity per year, has been managed by Ladurner, the company which also built it, 

since 2011. The company has a contract from the local authority until 2017, with the possibility of a 

one-year extension. 

More information:  

http://www.endswasteandbioenergy.com/article/1365670/efw-plant-closed-breaching-emissions 

 

4. Spanish cement industry not using enough waste 

A report has found Spain’s use of waste in cement kilns is well below the European average of 34.5% 

of the overall fuel needed in European cement kilns. Spanish cement plants processed nearly 715,000 

tonnes of waste in total, equivalent to 26% of the overall fuel needed for the nation’s cement kilns. 

The report, ‘Recycling and Recovery of Waste in the cement industry’, was produced by the Labour 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
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Foundation for Cement and the Environment (CEMA). It states some plants burn no waste at all, 

sending the majority of it to landfill. The report, based on 2013 figures was released on 29 

September. It finds that 28 of Spain’s 33 operational factories were authorised to recover waste and 

two were permitted to use biomass as fuel. The study breaks down the percentages territorially. 

Topping the list were the Aragon and Castile-La Mancha regions, where waste made up on average 

48.5% of kiln feedstock, followed by Valencia averaging 46.3%. In Extremadura, the factory Cementos 

Balboa in Alconera, does not use any waste. CEMA director general, Dimas Vallina, said that in this 

region "more than 60% of household waste ends up buried in landfills". The most up-to-date Eurostat 

figures show that nationwide Spain landfills 60% of its waste and incinerates just 10%, although it 

plans to boost capacity. While it is the largest exporter of cement, Spain’s use of waste lags well 

behind Holland (85%) and Austria, Germany and Norway who all use more than 60%. 

More information:  

http://www.endswasteandbioenergy.com/article/1366534/spanish-cement-industry-not-

using-enough-waste?bulletin=ewb-

daily&utm_medium=EMAIL&utm_campaign=eNews%20Bulletin&utm_source=20151001&utm_c

ontent= 

 

5. Wood energy association voices supply issues 

Large amounts of waste wood formerly converted to energy in southern Germany and Austria is now 

being recycled, according to wood energy association Fachverbandes Holzenergie. The German trade 

association spoke out on 2 October, revealing the impact of an Austrian legal change that has seen 

the country target an increase in the recycling of waste wood ahead of incineration with energy 

recovery. The Austrian amendment, which came into force at the start of October, has seen Austria’s 

agriculture ministry state waste wood should only be sent for energy recovery in "exceptional" cases. 

According to the association, German biomass-fired combined heat and power (CHP) plants could 

face "supply shortages". A "massive increase" in the risk of using inappropriate waste wood has also 

been created. The association identifies the reuse of chipboard, which the amendment wants to drive 
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up recycling rates from 28% to 45%, as a major problem. Chipboard is difficult to reuse because its 

quality degrades, according to the association’s head of wood-fired (CHP) stations working group, 

Frank Scholl. 

More information:  

http://www.endswasteandbioenergy.com/article/1367143/wood-energy-association-voices-

supply-issues 

 

6. RES cooperation set to increase, say experts 

EU member states are likely to make much more use of cross-border cooperation mechanisms on 

renewables in future, said EU policymakers at a debate in Brussels on Thursday. Cross-border 

cooperation is one of the tools that the EU will use to achieve a 27% renewable energy target for 

2030, a European Commission official said. The fact that the 2030 target is not broken down into 

national goals “gives a new role for regional cooperation in renewables, but in future perhaps for 

energy efficiency too”, said Tom Eischen of the Luxembourg EU Presidency. Mr Eischen believes that 

cross-border cooperation will be bolstered by the move to more market-based mechanisms to 

support renewables. Common market rules are a pre-condition for regional cooperation, he said. The 

Commission is due to issue proposals for a redesign of the European electricity market next year. 

Cross-border cooperation would allow more efficient use of renewable energy sources and the public 

money needed to develop them, said Green MEP Claude Turmes. But regional cooperation does not 

do away with the need for national renewables targets. National goals are likely to be a precondition 

for cooperation, Mr Turmes said. 

 

More information:  

http://www.endseurope.com/43433/res-cooperation-set-to-increase-say-experts 

 

7. EIB ‘should boost energy efficiency support’ 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
http://www.endswasteandbioenergy.com/article/1367143/wood-energy-association-voices-supply-issues
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The European Investment Bank (EIB) should improve its support for energy efficiency projects, 

according to a review of its climate change mitigation lending over 2010-14. The bank achieved its 

goal of 25% climate action lending with €75bn in loans over the period. This lending was mostly 

composed of very large infrastructure projects and was concentrated in five sectors – vehicle 

manufacture, high speed railways, metro lines, and onshore wind. Not all these sectors contribute 

equally to climate change mitigation, for example windfarms reduce emissions more than railways. In 

future, the bank should focus more on emission reductions rather than volume of lending, the review 

by the bank and external consultants found. Seventy per cent of climate mitigation lending over 

2010-14 went to France, the UK, Germany, Spain and Italy. These countries are also the biggest 

recipients of the EIB’s overall lending. The UK and Italy received the greatest amount of loans for 

renewables. NGO Bankwatch called on the EIB to take steps to promote greater take up of climate 

mitigation lending for projects in central and eastern European countries with energy-intensive 

economies. The EIB will finalise a new climate strategy next week. The bank is working to correct its 

low lending to energy efficiency projects and the amount of such lending has gradually increased, the 

review said. The review found that projects supported by the EIB generally achieve their climate 

objectives. 

More information:  

http://www.endseurope.com/43431/eib-should-boost-energy-efficiency-support 

 

8. France prepares to unleash a barrage of waste regulation 

The recent annual waste conference in Nantes saw a number of important announcements regarding 

regulation and tax, both from France and the European Union. Already announced in a ministry press 

release as "imminent", the decree banning single use plastic bags in France will be published before 

the end of the year. The ban will concern plastic bags with a thickness below 50 microns (0.05 

millilitres) or with a volume of less than 25 litres. Single use plastic bags are already banned in San 

Francisco and are subject to extra taxes in Wales and Ireland. The European Union has committed to 

reducing plastic bag use by 80% by 2019. The decrees on building waste and municipal waste 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
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collection also figured highly on the programme. Patricia Blanc, the director general of the French 

ecology ministry's risk prevention department, explained that the first of these will "specify the 

threshold above which distributors will be obliged to collect the waste from their products", while the 

second will "allow communities to reduce their collections of household waste by setting up separate 

collections of biodegradable waste". Another text regarding the regulation of solid recovered fuel 

(SRF) is also due to be published. Energy production plants (electricity or heat) that use non-

hazardous waste as fuel will be re-categorised and added to the list of facilities classified for 

environmental protection, and SRF will no longer be classified as waste. 

More information:  

http://www.euractiv.com/sections/climate-environment/france-prepares-unleash-barrage-

waste-regulation-318122 

 

9. Food waste survey needed, says Andigestion 

The first biogas company to process food waste in the UK believes key policy decisions are being 

made without proper knowledge of the market. Andigestion executive chairman, Peter Prior, says a 

full study of the current food waste sector needs to be undertaken to prevent the government 

continuing to make "policy in ignorance". He said the rate at which new food waste anaerobic 

digestion capacity has come online has been greater than the rate at which additional food waste has 

been segregated and collected by local authorities. Highlighting the point, Andigestion’s average gate 

fee has collapsed from £18 per tonne three years ago to £6/t this year, with some facilities offering 

£0/t. Mr Prior continued: "We need to stop the acceleration of capacity until we have a full 

understanding of food waste levels. At the moment we are distorting national commerce with 

subsidies." Biogas operators raised issues over a lack of food waste during the government’s 2014 

biomethane tariff review. As more facilities have come online pressure on the sector has also 

increased. Mr Prior, who is also a director of the Association of Anaerobic Digestion Operators 

(AADO), defended the association’s backing of the government’s decision to remove pre-

accreditation for biogas plants, which came into effect on 1 October. He believes the move offers 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
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good value for the tax payer. He also hoped the removal of pre-accreditation would help level out 

some of the new capacity coming into the market. But he indicated that the government’s current 

policy stance towards biogas would not provide value for the tax payer in the long term. 

More information:  

http://www.endswasteandbioenergy.com/article/1366932/food-waste-survey-needed-says-

andigestion 

 

10. Norway to seek plastic bag law exemption 

Norway will push to be exempt from the new EU law on plastic bags on the basis that plastic bags are 

not a problem there as they are reused as rubbish bags. Although Norway is not part of the EU, it is 

part of the European Economic Area so has to implement most EU legislation. The EU directive will 

oblige states to reduce the average use of new plastic carrier bags with a wall thickness below 50µg 

to 90 per person per year by the end of 2019 and 40 per person by 2025. Alternatively, retailers will 

have to charge for bags. Norwegian shops already charge for plastic carrier bags. The Norwegian 

Environment Agency says that plastic bags in Norway are thicker and larger than those sold in other 

countries and 82% are typically reused as rubbish bags. Fifteen percent of bags are recycled into new 

plastic products and only 3% are thrown away. Littering – one of the main reasons for the directive – 

is therefore not a problem in Norway, the agency says. Iceland, which like Norway is an EEA country, 

intends to implement the directive, though according to a ministry official “exactly how has not been 

finally decided yet”. Like Norway, shops in Iceland already charge for plastic carrier bags. 

More information:  

http://www.endseurope.com/43485/norway-to-seek-plastic-bag-law-

exemption?referrer=bulletin&DCMP=EMC-ENDS-EUROPE-DAILY 

 

Conferences, seminars and meetings 

External  
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1. 8th European Conference on Sustainable Cities & Towns, Basque Country / Bilbao / 27 – 29 

April 2016 

With over 1000 expected attendees, including politicians and practitioners from local and regional 

governments, representatives of European and International institutions, multilateral organizations, 

members of the research community, business leaders, and civil society, the conference will 

demonstrate the pressing need for action by local governments to change current unsustainable 

pathways and shape Europe’s future. 

More information: 

http://conferences.sustainablecities.eu/basquecountry2016/ 

 

Internal 

Past weeks 

- Secretary General Vanya Veras gave a presentation within the conference “Closing the loop in 

the Circular Economy: contributions and expectations from Europe's local and regional 

authorities” on Tuesday 29 September 2015 in the Committee of the Regions in Brussels. 

- Secretary General Vanya Veras attended the meeting “The Role of Bioeconomy in Climate 

Change Mitigation” on Tuesday 29 September 2015 in the European Parliament in Brussels. 

- Secretary General Vanya Veras attended a policy briefing with Fernando Frutuoso de Melo on 

Wednesday 30 September 2015 on “The sustainable development goals - What impact on EU 

development policy?” 

- Secretary General Vanya Veras attended the Sustainability Forum, which took place in Athens, 

from the 2nd of October till the 4th of October. 

Upcoming: 

- PC meeting: 23 November in Brussels 

- Seminar: 24 November in Brussels 
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