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INTERNAL UPDATE, edition 49/2015, 30 November- 4 December 

CIRCULAR ECONOMY SPECIAL 

This week’s issues: 

News 

External 

1. CE: Circular economy plan seeks to unlock EU waste trade 

2. CE: New CE package to create fewer jobs than axed predecessor 

3. CE: Reactions to the new CE Package 

4. Biowaste: EBA meeting with Commission’s Vice-President Katainen on Circular Economy 

External 

1. MWE Conference with the Commission, DG Environment on Separate Collection in the 
Context of a Circular Economy, 29 January 2016 

News 

External 

1. Circular economy plan seeks to unlock EU waste trade 

The new Circular Economy Package seeks to provide European business with cheaper and more 

abundant raw materials than global competitors. It envisions the creation of a market for secondary 

raw materials which can be traded and shipped just like primary raw materials from traditional 

extractive resources. This vision is still a far cry from reality, since companies wishing to use recycled 

raw materials are currently faced with uncertainty as to their quality. As a result, about 25% of 

recycled materials in Europe are currently exported because of insufficient home demand, according 

to Jean-Louis Chaussade, the CEO of Suez Environment. The new CE package seems to acknowledge 

these problems, by launching work on EU-wide quality standards for secondary raw materials where 

needed. Although end-of-waste criteria already exist for a range of products like paper or metal 

scrap, policymakers and industry stakeholders failed to agree on criteria for a whole range of other 

secondary products. This means recycled materials can hardly be traded across municipalities or 

regions, which have authority on waste collection and recycling schemes. Attempts to create an EU-
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wide trading area for waste have fallen flat, with national, regional and even local laws making it 

impossible for companies to transport their recycled raw materials, preventing economies of scale. “A 

single EU market for waste won’t happen overnight, as local authorities will likely remain in charge of 

waste collection and treatments schemes. However, there is room for harmonization of the rules and 

definitions of end-of-waste criteria that will allow for more fluid exchanges”, Chaussade says. 

More information:  

http://www.euractiv.com/sections/sustainable-dev/circular-economy-plan-seeks-unlock-eu-

waste-trade-319919 

 

2. New CE package to create fewer jobs than axed predecessor 

The Green Alliance, a UK organisation that aims to promote sustainable development by ensuring 

that the environment is at the heart of decision-making, said the lower targets and less ambitious 

approach in the new package would create fewer jobs than its 2014 predecessor. In Germany alone, 

this will mean spending about 740 million euro more in unemployment benefits each year by 2030. 

“A more ambitious package than the one proposed in 2014 could create around 335000 net new jobs 

in Italy, Poland, Germany and the UK, but reduced targets and lower ambition could mean that 

110000 fewer net new jobs are created,” said Dustin Benton of the Green Alliance. The Green 

Alliance researched how the development of the circular economy could impact the jobs market in 

Italy, Poland, Germany and the UK. It focused on “net job creation”, meaning those unemployed 

finding work, rather than simply switching jobs. It estimated the effects of the 2014 original package, 

including the impact of additional measures it called for, and ran the same analysis on the new 

package. Researchers found 20000 fewer net jobs in the UK would be created under the new package 

(41000 compared to 61000). In Germany, the 2014 package would create 120000 net jobs, 46000 

more than under the new package. In Italy, 58000 people would be brought back to work under the 

new package, 30000 less than under the original axed bill. Polish unemployment figures will be 

dented by 51000 under the new package, but that is 16000 fewer than would have been created if 

the original rules had been implemented. 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/sustainable-dev/circular-economy-plan-seeks-unlock-eu-waste-trade-319919
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/sustainable-dev/circular-economy-plan-seeks-unlock-eu-waste-trade-319919


       
 

3 Rue d'Arlon 63, B-1040 Brussels - Tel.: +32 2 400 1094 
Web: www.municipalwasteeurope.eu 

 

More information:  

http://www.euractiv.com/sections/sustainable-dev/new-circular-economy-package-create-

fewer-jobs-axed-bill-it-replaced-320018 

 

3. Reactions to the new CE Package 

The European Commission on the 2 December defended the ambition of the waste and recycling laws 

which replaced those in the Circular Economy Package it axed in the drive to cut red tape. The new 

package has been heavily criticized by green groups, green MEPs and the recyclers organizations as it 

has lower 2030 targets for recycling municipal and packaging waste. For municipal waste, the new 

target is 65%, rather than 70%, and for packaging it is 75% rather than 80%. Commission First Vice-

President Timmermans told reporters in Brussels, “We could have said 100% so it was even more 

ambitious. But what would that have meant in the real world? I prefer realistic ambitious steps 

forward to just pie in the sky.” 

In different Press Releases, organizations involved in waste management expressed their opinions 

about the new CE Package: 

- CEWEP, the Confederation of European Waste-to-Energy Plants, welcomed the Commission’s 

ambition to minimize landfilling, increase the quality of secondary raw materials and 

introduce harmonized calculation methods for recycling, even though they would have 

preferred that landfill diversion were more ambitious. 

- EUROPEN, the European Organization for Packaging and the Environment, was pleased with 

the proposal recognizing the enabling contribution packaging makes to a Circular Economy, 

welcoming the proposal’s intention to improve the transparency of existing EPR schemes and 

enforcement.  

- ACE, the Alliance for Beverage Cartons and the Environment, supported the new package, 

expressing their commitment to contribute to the realization of a Circular Economy, but they 

called for measures to strengthen existing recycling solutions and foster innovation in new 

recyclable materials and recycling techniques. 
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- The European Aluminium Association welcomed the new recycling definitions and the 

movement of the measurements of recycling after the sorting phase rather than at the point 

of collection, but they considered that the new Proposal fell short of completely banning 

landfills, and that a more ambitious target for Construction and Demolition Waste could have 

been set.  

- Eurometaux, the European Association of non-Ferrous Metals, greeted the proposal with 

enthusiasm, considering it an important step towards securing the value of EU resources, with 

several of the Commission’s proposals ensuring that metals are recycled safely and efficiently, 

helping recyclers across Europe to get access to Europe’s metals, although they asked for 

stronger commitments in key areas, such as combating illegal waste shipments. 

- Organizations such as Zero Waste Europe, Friends of the Earth Europe and Seas at Risk saw 

the new CE Package as a weaker version of the old one, claiming that it had been watered 

down with the elimination of food waste and marine litter reduction targets, the less 

ambitious separate bio-waste collection and the vague language, non-binding initiatives and 

lack of timeline and concrete actions. 

- European Plastic Converters (EuPC) lamented the lack of clarity and harmonization in the 

approach taken by the Commission, and demanded unambiguous definitions for recycling and 

reuse and a clearer calculation methodology. 

Article by José Enrique Sanchis Pascual 

More information:  

CEWEP 

EUROPEN 

ACE 

The European Aluminium Association 

Eurometaux 

Friends of the Earth Europe 

Seas at Risk 
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http://www.cewep.eu/news/m_1464
http://www.europen-packaging.eu/component/news/news/96-europen-welcomes-the-european-commissions-holistic-approach-towards-a-competitive-and-resource-efficient-circular-economy.html
http://www.ace.be/mediaroom/75/50/Circular-Economy-proposals-fall-short-in-promoting-the-use-of-renewable-materials-and-innovation-in-recycling-technologies
http://www.european-aluminium.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/European-Aluminium-press-release_Circular_Economy-.pdf
http://eurometaux.be/DesktopModules/Bring2mind/DMX/Download.aspx?Command=Core_Download&EntryId=8571&PortalId=0&TabId=57
https://www.foeeurope.org/wasted-year-for-circular-economy-021215
http://www.seas-at-risk.org/17-marine-litter/615-new-circular-economy-package-takes-a-step-in-combating-marine-litter.html
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European Plastic Converters 

More opinions to come next edition 

 

4. EBA meeting with Commission’s Vice-President Katainen on Circular Economy 

On 16th of November, EBA representatives met the European Commission’s Vice-President Jyrki 

Katainen to present a joint position elaborated by four organizations and to support the 

Commission’s work towards the implementation of a Circular Economy (CE). The bio-nutrient and 

organic carbon circular economy is a core aspect of this package, with benefits for the EU balance of 

payments, synergies with bio-energies and with environmental challenges, such as eutrophication or 

climate change. Currently, about only one third of the 90 million tonnes of bio-waste generated 

across the EU every year is recycled through composting and anaerobic digestion, resulting in losses 

of around 1 million tonnes of nitrogen and 20 million tonnes of organic carbon, which could usefully 

be applied to soil. An additional 10 TWh of energy could also be extracted as biogas from this waste 

through anaerobic digestion. The Ellen McArthur Foundation estimated that the Circular Economy in 

the food sector could bring household cost savings of 1.7 to 2.9 billion euros a year for the EU. Bio-

waste recycling offers considerable potential for sustainable job creation in rural areas, and for 

improving farmers’ incomes, and opportunities for innovation and know-how export. VP Katainen 

emphasized that an EU market for secondary bio nutrients creates a lot of jobs, especially in rural 

areas. He further admitted that the Commission welcomes all constructive ideas, innovations and 

solutions for the revision of the Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) to facilitate the harmonization of CE 

and CAP. Katainen encouraged and appreciated further input of European actors. 

More information:  

http://european-biogas.eu/2015/11/23/eba-meeting-with-commissions-vice-president-

katainen-on-circular-economy/ 
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Conferences, seminars and meetings 

External 

1. MWE Conference with the Commission, DG Environment on Separate Collection in the 

Context of a Circular Economy, 29 January 2016 

PLEASE CIRCULATE THE INVITATION YOU HAVE RECEIVED AND PRE-REGISTER WITHOUT DELAY! 

Internal 

Upcoming: 

- Biowaste Seminar: 24 February in Brussels 

- PC meeting: 25 February in Brussels 

- PC meeting: 25 May in Brussels 

- PC meeting: 29 September in Brussels 

- PC meeting: 30 November in Brussels 
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