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INTERNAL UPDATE, edition 10/2015, 2-6 March  

Please see the separate document for the timeline. 

 

This week’s issues: 

News  

External 

1. Circular Economy: Parliamentary rapporteurs’ opinions  

2. WtE stratgey: EC Waste-to-energy plan ‘will not change’ waste hierarchy 

3. European Environment Report: State and Outlook 2015 (SOER 2015) 

4. Biofuels: New limit on biofuels from food crops 

5. Food waste: Carbon footprint of food waste is not necessarily related to its weight 

Ecodesign 

6. WEEE: Electronic goods’ life spans shrinking 

Technology and business 

7. Cooking oils: use in aviation set to 'grow and become bigger' 

8. WtE: Decommissioning will decide future waste exports  

 
Conferences, seminars and meetings 

External 

1. The role of the non-profit sector as provider of social services of general interest (European 

Economic and Social Committee), 12 March 2015, Warsaw, Poland.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/


       
 

2 Rue des Deux Eglises 26/5, B-1000, Brussels - Tel: +32 2 229 21 45 – Fax: +32 2 218 12 13 
Web: www.municipalwasteeurope.eu 

 

 

News  

External 

1. Parliamentary rapporteurs’ opinions on the Circular Economy 

MEP rapporteurs on the Circular Economy Package have already started to share their opinions, 

aimed to influence the new Package. On Monday 9 March MEP Elionora EVI, rapporteur on the Green 

Employment Initiative, will present her opinion during the ENVI Committee in Strasbourg. She is also 

shadow rapporteur on the Waste Package. Her opinion highlights the capacity of the withdrawn 

Circular Economy Package to create 180,000 green jobs, together with other instruments such Eco-

label, EMAS (Eco-Management and Audit Scheme) and green public procurement. Therefore she calls 

on the Commission to submit the proposal for the revision of the EU waste legislation without delay. 

Further to this, Benedek JAVOR rapporteur on the Circular Economy for the ITRE Committee, drafted 

an opinion on the Package which focuses on energy and resource-efficiency, job creation, re-use and 

repair policies, food waste industrial synergies, tax reform and the Investment Plan for Europe.  His 

draft opinion will be discussed in Parliament on 24 March.  

The draft opinion of Eleonora EVI can be downloaded here: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-

%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-549.254%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN 

The draft opinion of Benedek JAVOR can be downloaded here: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-

%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-549.322%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN 

 

2. EC Waste-to-energy plan ‘will not change’ waste hierarchy 

The Waste-to-Energy policy paper that the Commission plans to publish next year as part of the 

‘Energy Union’ plan will consider the role of energy recovery from non-recyclable waste that would 

otherwise end up in landfills, said Kęstutis Sadauskas from the Commission’s Environment 

Department on a Circular Economy conference on Thursday. The initiative will not change the low 
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ranking of incineration in the waste hierarchy, the official added, responding to criticism that the 

promotion of incineration does not sit well with the EU executive’s stated ambition to move to a 

Circular Economy where nothing is wasted. The role of food waste remains an “open issue” in the 

European Commission’s new circular economy proposal. Mr Sadauskas hinted that concerns over 

subsidiarity were the reason and that the expected strategy proposal on sustainable food was left 

out of the previous Commission’s Circular Economy Package of waste policies last July. 

The current Commission promised a more ambitious Circular Economy package for the end of the 

year that will widen the focus from waste to cover issues such as product design, reuse and raw 

materials. This will be accompanied by a roadmap outlining further action to address the production 

and use phase of products and to develop a market for recycled products. 

More information (only for ends subscribers): 

http://www.endseurope.com/39819/waste-to-energy-plan-will-not-change-waste-hierarchy 

 

3. European Environment Report: State and Outlook 2015 (SOER 2015) 

SOER 2015 is the fifth edition of the 'European environment – state and outlook 2015' report, 

published by the European Environment Agency every five years. SOER 2015 presents the most 

comprehensive picture of Europe’s environment ever published and shows that a coordinated EU 

environment policy has delivered substantial benefits for citizens over the past 5 years. Europeans 

enjoy cleaner air and water, send less waste to landfill and recycle more. But the report warns that 

Europe still faces a range of persistent and growing environmental challenges. Regarding waste 

management, the report states that it will need to “change radically” if the EU is to manage to phase 

out landfilling of recyclable or recoverable waste. The EU is making progress towards its 2020 target 

of reducing the amount of waste generated per person, but some Member States are performing 

poorly relative to waste policy targets. Prof. Bruyninckx director of the EEA also reported in an 

interview that “We have done substantial work that illustrates the vital importance of the Circular 

Economy and resource-efficiency for well-being and competitiveness, and that focusing on these 
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elements contributes to European competitiveness, job creation and economic performance, so we 

are looking forward to seeing the strengthened packages”. 

Get the report: 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/soer 

More information:  

http://www.euractiv.com/sections/sustainable-dev/commission-under-pressure-over-circular-

economy-312551 

More information from the Commission: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-4534_en.htm 

 

4. New limit on biofuels from food crops 

On 24 February it was agreed by vote at the European Parliament's Environment Committee to set a 

new limit on traditional biofuels made from food crops. The limit sets: biofuel from food crops must 

not exceed 6% of final energy use in transport - a tougher limit than the 7% backed by Member States 

last year. This will benefit the promotion of a new generation of advanced biofuels made from 

seaweed and waste.  

More information: 

http://www.euractiv.com/sections/energy/eu-lawmakers-back-6-cap-food-based-biofuels-312398 

 
 

5. Carbon footprint of food waste not necessarily related to its weight 

In a new study researchers combined data on the weight of food waste with calculations on the 

carbon footprint of the different types of food in the waste streams. The research used data on 

perishable food wasted in five departments of a Swedish supermarket from 2010 to 2012, across six 

of its stores.  Over the three years, a total of 1,570 tonnes food was wasted across the six stores with 

a total carbon footprint of 2,500 tonnes of CO2equiv. But there were also large differences between 

the different departments in terms of waste and associated carbon footprints. The fruit and 
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vegetable department was responsible for 85% of the total waste, but only 46% of the total carbon 

footprint. The meat department, on the other hand, was responsible for only 3.5% of total waste, but 

29% of the total carbon footprint.  The results also showed that the total wastage carbon footprint of 

a department tended to be concentrated within a few products. For example, the top three products, 

in terms of carbon footprint wastage, of the deli, cheese and dairy departments accounted for 20%, 

22% and 31% of the department’s emissions, respectively. This study shows that the most efficient 

way to avoid causing climate-associated effects of food waste is to concentrate on reducing the 

wastage of products with the highest carbon footprint and which are currently associated with high 

rates  of waste generation. 

More information: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/research/newsalert/pdf/carbon_footprint_of%20_foo

d_waste_not_necessarily_related%20_to_its_weight_406na3_en.pdf 

 

Technology and business 

6. Electronic goods - life spans shrinking, 

An investigation of built-in obsolescence made by the Öko-Institut for the German environment 

agency has indicated that Electronic product life spans are getting shorter. The researchers have 

established that the number of large household appliances that had to be replaced within the first 

five years of use increased from 7% of total replacements in 2004 to 13% in 2013. This was largely 

due defects in the appliance, which may point to an obsolescence problem. However consumer 

preference is also playing a role. A third of all replacement purchases for products such as 

refrigerators, washing machines and televisions were motivated by a desire for a better unit while the 

old one was still functioning. For laptops, the desire to upgrade a functioning device seems to have 

lessened over the study period. The researchers could not point to clear evidence that laptops now 

break down sooner than before but they noted that a quarter of recent replacements were due to a 

defect. The study is the first phase of a larger research project by the German environment agency 

aimed at identifying ways of increasing product life spans. 

http://www.municipalwasteeurope.eu/
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More information (In German): 

http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/presse/presseinformationen/faktencheck-obsoleszenz 

Link to the study (in German): 

http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/publikationen/einfluss-der-nutzungsdauer-von-produkten-auf-

ihre 

7. Cooking oils - use in aviation set to 'grow and become bigger' 

Aviation giants such as Boeing have invested in researching a wide variety of sources to produce 

biofuels. A test project in China to turn recycled cooking oil into jet fuel is one of them: “The aim of 

the project is to demonstrate technical feasibility and analyse the cost of producing higher volumes of 

aviation biofuels from different types of waste cooking oil,” said Annalisa Monaco, EU and NATO 

Director at Boeing.  "In the long-run, we believe production of cooking oil could grow and become 

bigger," Monaco said.  However, Nusa Urbancic, from the NGO Programme Manager Energy at 

Transport and Environment argued that “Used cooking oil is three times more expensive than 

conventional jet fuel, and with no serious climate changes for the aviation sector, so it is hard to 

imagine the long-term viability of this alternative”. The aviation industry sees sustainable biofuel 

production - including cooking oil - as an alternative to fossil fuels. If commercial aviation were to get 

6% of its fuel supply from biofuel by 2020, this would reduce its overall carbon footprint by 5%. In 

addition, under the EU’s emissions-trading scheme European airlines are requested to pay for carbon 

emissions on internal flights. Using biofuels for the intra-EU routes offers major benefits to carriers, 

as biofuels will not count as emissions in aviation, and biofuel producers will either receive tax 

incentives or subsidies. 

More information:  

http://www.euractiv.com/sections/transport/cooking-oils-use-aviation-set-grow-and-become-bigger-

312261 
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8. Decommissioning to decide future waste exports  

A new report released by Tolvik Consulting considers the future of the combustible waste market to 

2025 with a particular emphasis on the future of RDF exports and imports.  Whilst the report 

primarily focuses on the core markets of Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden and the UK it also 

considers the potential impact of developments in the wider European market on these countries. 

The key conclusions of the report are: 

 Assuming no net decommissioning of incineration capacity by 2020 the total overcapacity for 

Germany, Sweden and the Netherlands could rise to between 6.6 Million tonnes (Mt) and 

9.3Mt. 

 Five neighbouring markets are expected to be a source of a further 2.5 – 3.6Mt of overcapacity. 

 The single most significant factor with the potential to influence the market is the rate at which 

existing incineration capacity is decommissioned. If all incinerators over 36 years of age in 2020 

were to be decommissioned then the projected overcapacity in these markets would 

disappear. 

 The UK will continue to remain a market for RDF exports but it is unlikely that on a sustained 

basis volumes will rise to much above the current level of 2.5Mt per annum. 

 The probability significant volumes of RDF will be exported from Italy, Poland and other new EU 

states with a historic reliance on landfill looks to be low. 

More information here: 

http://www.tolvik.com/reports/ 

 

Conferences, seminars and meetings 

External 

1. The role of the non-profit sector as provider of social services of general interest (European 

Economic and Social Committee), 12 March 2015, Warsaw, Poland 

The conference aims at identifying and assessing good practices among several Member States 

(Poland, Czech Republic, Germany, Lithuania, Slovakia and Latvia) of the non-profit organizations such 
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as associations, foundations and other charities, as well as social enterprises that plat a crucial and 

increasingly relevant role in the provision of services of general interest.  

More information and registration:  

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-role-non-profit-sector 

 
Internal 

Past:   

- EG WT BREF  Meeting, 3 March, Skype  

- Policy officer Mercedes Berenguer Bodí attended the Workshop “Best Zero Waste practices in 

the US and the EU”, 4 March, Brussels  

 

Upcoming: 

- PC meeting and General Assembly: 26 May in Brussels 

- PC meeting: 8 September  

- PC meeting: 23 November in Brussels 

- Seminar: 24 November in Brussels 
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