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Dear Sirs 
 

Consultation on a set of specific proposed changes to official statistics produced by the 
DEFRA group 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this consultation.  The LARAC response is 
contained below. 
 
The responses below are sent on behalf of the Local Authority Recycling Advisory 
Committee (LARAC).  LARAC is an association of around 75% of local authorities across 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.   Members are waste management and 
recycling professionals who co-ordinate and operate waste management services. 
Membership is drawn from all types of authority including statutory Waste Collection 
(WCA), Waste Disposal (WDA) and Unitary Authorities. 
 
Our response relates solely to the ‘Proposals  for environmental statistics’ and in particular 
the ‘optimise the frequency of publication’ for Local Authority collected waste, quarterly 
collected statistics and has been peer reviewed by members of LARAC’s policy team and 
executive committee.  LARAC members have also been invited to comment on the 
consultation through the members’ discussion forum on our website.  All contributions 
received have been taken into account in drafting the response below. 
 
If you have any queries on this response then please contact me at  
sally.talbot@staffordshire.gov.uk or on 01785 276 227. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Sally Talbot 
Policy Support Officer and Vice Chair 
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Responses to Consultation Questions 
 
Question 1.  What impact will the proposal have on your work? 
 
The proposals are likely to have a low impact on our members given that Local Authorities generally 
use annual figures for benchmarking purposes.  Furthermore, each Local Authority will have their 
own data information which can be used to monitor performance on a more frequent basis. 
 
However we feel it is worth noting that the publication of data on a quarterly basis does in fact keep 
performance at the forefront of the industry’s mind which assists with momentum in moving 
forward. 
 
Question 2.  If you have answered high or medium to Q1, provide details 
 
N/A 
 
 
Question 3.  Are there any other options for these specific proposals that we may consider? 
 
WasteDataFlow is already available as a source of waste data which should be taken into 
consideration. 
 
Question 4.  Are there any suggestions for alternative datasets, methods or approaches which 
might be used? 
 
LARAC members feel that the following data sets are very useful and would like to see them 
retained: 
 
NI191 – Residual Waste per household  
NI193 - % of municipal waste landfilled 
 
With increased work being undertaken to make services as efficient as possible, costs are an 
increasingly useful tool to benchmark against. 
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